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Barly in World War II when armored divisions were

first incornorated into The United States Army thoeir fishte

ing force consisted of three tank regi—ents, one armored
infantry resiment, two field artillery battalions, a re-
connaisssance battalion and an ensineer battalion., It was
customary to attach an antialreraft battalion and a tank
destroyer battalion. The armored division was organlzed
as a well rounded, self-contained, mobile unit which ceculd
onerats separately for a considerablc length of time., The
princinle doctrine of the division ras to attack writh tanks
in mass with all other srms assistirg in nushing the tanks
forward, In early maneuvers it was found the division was
t00 larre to +ovo arcund easlly and tha tanks were out of
pronortion to the infantry. As a result one of the tonk
repimonts was dronned from the division, About the same
time another artillery battaolion was added glvine a total
of three battalions, In the organizing of later armored
divisions tank and infantry units were orgﬁﬁized as senae

rate battalions with a total of three tank battalions and

three infantry battalions, This gave a much better balanced

unit of tanks and infantry. As tanks and infantry “ere
seldom emnloyed as rggiments the separate battalion ore
- ganlzation had many othe advantages,.

Armored infantry resiments were orginallv conied
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after rogular straisht infantry recirents., They were
smaller with less men in the rifle comnsnies and had no
antitank or connon comnany. The number of actual fichte
ing men wos futher raduced by drivers and vehicular maine
tance personnel, The first vehicles used by the armored
infantry were the four wheel scout cars which gave some
armor protection but had little cross countrv ability,
These were soon renlaced by the ¥-2 and M=3 half-tracks,
The fire nower of the armored infantry was greater due
mainly to the vehicular machire guns which each vehlcle
corried, Training wes basically dismounted infantry
tactics with special emnhasis on offenslve combat rith
tanks. Training was given in mounted marches, formations
and fishting the vshicle, The latter was verv aeldon
used as most of the time armored infantry fousht dismounted,
Communication in armorzd infantry uvnits was by
means of SCR 508, 528 and 510 radios when mounted, ‘hen
 the infantrydismounted the 510 was dismounted and oarried
to form the SCR 509, This radio was too heavy and un-
handy to ocarry as a dismounted set. It was nogsible to
net it with the tank radios by installing the correoct
orystals, This was not done in lower units and it was not
used for tank and infantry communleation. Armdred infantry

units later received the SCR 300 and SCR 536 for dismounted




use, These worked well for infantry communication but
st11l save no communication with the tanvs, Telenhones
were 1nstal}ed on the backs of tars for communication
with the infantry, They were not very successful due to
inability to alert the tank commander, inahility to get
to the back of the tank or damaged wires and phones, The
only sure method of communicating with tanks was to ¢limd
on the back of the tank and talk directly with the tank.
commander, Visual signals weré used to some extont, hows
ever rnessares are very limited by this means, With the
SCR 300 and the AN/VRG-B radio in the tanks commnication
may be imnroved between tanks and infantry, However, only
one SCR 300 radio is authorizoed in each armored infantry ‘
comnany and tankeinfantry communicated is dssirable in
units below the éomnany lovel,

In early training the armored infantry wes used
principly to follow an attack and secure ground takem by
the tanks, Ther> was no close coordination between the

tanks and infantry, both operated more or less separately,

The importance of a closely knit comdined team had not at

this tire been realized. Of necessity the practice was
started of joining tanks and infantry uv to form a come
bined force, one overooning thg weak points of the other.

This eventually developed into the tankeinfantrv team
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forward observer operated dismounted with the infantry and
the observer with the tanks rode in a tank, Whefever
possible the same artillery battalions wére kept in suoport
of the same units,

Prior to an attack on designatgd objectives the
tanks and infantry were Jolned together in a rear assambly
area, Infantry vehicles were sometimes left in this area
and the infantry rode on the tanks uv to the attack no-
sition where they dismounted and attack with the tanks, At
other times the infantry rode mounted in their own vchiocles
to the attack nositicrn and dlsmounted there, In attacking
a position the enemy often placed all his artillery on the
attacking tanks forcing the infantry to fall hehind scme
two or three hundred yards. It is important that the infe
antry not be entirely separated from the tan¥s as one of
the enemy's obJectives is to separate the tanks and infentry
80 they may deal with each in turn. After tanks overrun
the objective the infantry mopned uv and organized the
position,or the team reorganized and continued on to the
next objective, Usually a team was assigned several oObe
Jectives with other teams at*acking oﬂ either side, Where
enemy minoes, obstacles or antitank guns were encountered
the infantry took the lead &nd was sumnorted by the tanks,

Jhen these obstacles had been reduced the tanks passed
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through the infantry and continued the ottack, In scme
instances atter camnmitting the tanks it was found the
objective disnlayad more antitenk defenses than wa~ first
thouzht, In such cases it was nocoaesary to have tho Infe
antry nass through the tanks and =ize tho objoctives before
the t:nks oould move forward, At times the infansry would
be nolding in a deténqive nosition and the tarks naseod
throush and mede an attack with th» infantry following, It
waas found rmich better for the tanks and infentry to join in
a roar area.

In the attaock of o fortified towm a coordineted
envelovenment and frontal attaek wan ponerally used, 1edium
tanks onciroled the towm sealing it off so reinforcements
could not get in and the enemy in towm could not ascane,

To have tanks in their rear created confusion emons tho
enemy, The frontal attack was made by tanks and infaniry,
The tanks led to the outskirts of to'm where the Infantry
passed thiough and elearing the torm, In this phese snall
teuns of tanks and infantry worked *orether, Usually a
tank to a squad of infantry, The tark ocovered the infe
antry squad's movement foiward and sunnorted by knocking
out automatie weapons and other strong noints, These small
teams rust be organized bofore the att e+ and riven shecifio

geotors or streets, Coordination and control 1is most
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dif *icult in this type fighting and orior nlanning nmust
reach dowm to the lows=t units, Due to their snesd and
maneuverability the light tanks were found gord for supe
porting infantry in a towvn, Teams continued throurh to'm
and set up a defensc on the far side with the medium tanks,
The support which consisted of infantry and tan-s folloﬁed
the attacking teams, took over nrisoners; and assisted in
ovor coming particular tough islands of resistance.

In attacking a vwoods the infantry led and the
Sanks wore nead in 2 s o0t roll, Tho main aeny dee
fenses were found in the edge of the woods where thore
were good fields of fire., During the infantry attack the
tanks sun»orted from vantace points by direct fire into
the edge of the woods using both machine guns and cannon,
Infantry vechlcular machine runs vere sometimes uscd to
cupploment the tank firs, After the infantry entered the:
woods tanks followed elosely along and continued in supe
port, Whon woods were very thick and no trails existed
it was necessary for tanks to skirt the woods and join the
infantry on the far side, Ténks had to stay close to infe
antry in the woods for nrotection from rockets and other
individual antitank weanons, In an attack through largze
wooded areas where the terrain was extremaly hilly it was

sometimes necessary for the infantry to attack alone and
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the ta-~ks join Shem later.aft r errminsers had elanred
avenues of annroach,

Small tank and infantry toams "rere v Ty sSuccosse
ful in attaoking nillboxes and bunkers in the Njegiried
Line., A medium tunk comnany and an infantry com~any -~rere
Joined together, - These were futher broren do'm to form
assault teams consisting of a secticn of tan''s, two
squads of infantry and an encinesr flame throrer team,
This gave two assault teams to each tenk and 1nfantry
nlatoon and six teams to the ta-k-infartry comneny, Two
or more assault tears rculd attaek nillboxes simultan-
enusly and other teams nassed through to at-nek ﬁositinﬁg
futhor on whon the first nositions rere overcome, using
a lean«frog method, Prior to teams at .ackines an artillery
observer nut artillery fire on the position forcing the
encry defending cutside to seek cover inside the villbox,
The scetion of tanks to~k the vosition under fire with
machine ~uns and cannon forcing the enemy to close the
~un ports, The two infantry scuads then annroached the
nositicn from a blind side nrepared to make an assault.
The tanks ocn-inued to fire =nd attemnted to shoot the
gun pbrts in, The tan¥ fire lifted as the infantry

reached the ~osition. The infantcy placed charges in



~ the ports to blow them in if the tanks had not alrcady
aooomplished this, The flame throwers werse direocted through
the ports and the infantry entered snd oclearad the box out,
In most cases the enemy came out when the flame thrower was
used, ©Smoke eand fragmentotion grenadgs thrown in "vere

found very effective in bringing the enemy out,

On en exploitation combet commands marched in from
one t6 sometimes three colurms, FRach ocolumm was‘organ%zed
into a tank-infantry team usually not less than battalion
strength, Maﬁy of the actions in an exnloitation —were
advanoe guaéd actions, The point as generally made up
of é,seotion of medium tanks, The advance narty was come
posed of a medium tank nlatoon with a2 nlatoon of inrantry
‘mounted on the backs of the tanks, The remainder of the
infantry with the advence guard rode in their vehicles in
the sunport., On long marches the infantry riding the tanks
was-rotated td reat them, Their half-tracks followed at
the rear of the maim body, This shortened the column and
made the infantry 1qnbdiately available should they be necde
ed, The 1nfantry in the main bdody usually moved mcunted:in

their vehicles, ulhdn passing through woods ~+herc enemy was
' ' Y

suspected tha iﬁrlntry;iu the advanee guard dismounted and
took a parall»l route through the wocds on either side of
the road, The infan$ry was used to take out road blocks,
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antitank guns and mines when encommterad to =1low the tanks (]
to move ahe2d, TMan¥s in the advanc> guard acted a- a base }
of fire while the infaontry maneuvered and toolr out the ree. “
sistance, Infantry in the néin body was often used reene

forced with tanks to put out flank security, The general

practice was to nut two squads of infantry and.a section

of tanks to cover a main avenue of =nnroach, As there l1s

danger of an attack on any part of a column during an exe
ploitation tenks and infantry were distributed through out
the column, This was particularly necessary in s long
column where a combat command was marching in » single
column, Often the command attack from e merch column when
‘'on an exploitation and it was neoessarv for the 1nfantr7 to
be joined up with the tenks on the march, ‘"hen the advance
guerd hit something the colump would coil fust off the reed
end get set .for action,

Wh~n heltinz for the night or any length of time
security wes placed well out, Btrong outvosts and road ' “;
blocks covered roads end other wvenues of aprroach, I$ was
found a good hasty road block could be established by string-
ing a couple of concertenas of wire and mine necklaeces acros-
the roed covered by a section of tanks and squads of infantry.
The infantry should have a dismounted nost in fromt of the
block to -alert the main foree on an cnemy anproach, An

artillery abserver was posted with the main blocks and
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artil'ary fir3 plan nrenarnd to sunnort the blocks., The infs
was us~d to assist the sanks in sotting u»n local security
armed the bivauc area,

On an exploitation whore movement continued at
night more infontry wos put in the advance puerd and it was
necessary for them to dismount rnore .often to npoteet the
tanks and meke dismounted reconnaissance of danrerous arces,
Progress was rmich slower a2t night, In terrain where we
averasoed. £ifty to sixty miles a day only fiftecn to twenty
mileé was made at nicht, When artificial moonlight -ras uscd
1t helned wvery mch. ‘

In orcanizing 2 dofonsive »osition a™ored infontry
battalions wrere used nractically the swmec as regular infantry
units, The main difference was wo had more tanks and used
more of them in the line, GCGenerally all three infantry
battalions were »ut in one combat command and two battaliona
were nut on ihe line and one in reserve, Rach battalion had
attathed & medium tank oomﬁany vhich was assigned a nlatoon

| to each rifle commany and dug in on the frqnt lin~s covere
-ing tank annroaches, A platoon of tanks along with the ree
serve rifle comnrany acted as the bdattalion reserve, The
reserve infantry battalion with a battalion of tanks constie

tuted the combat command reser®e, Where the front wus such




that all three infantry battalions were required on the
front lines the division reconnais-ance battalion was used
to relieve battalions,

In an amphibious operation the division was usu=
ally formed into combat commands and landed after regi-
mental combat tesms had established a beach heed, If
possible ports o©re secured and the combat team was lended

there, Other times the landings were made on besaches from

landing oraft, Missions of the command were to hel- exvend

the beach head, act as a reserve or selze imnortant ine
stalliations or terrain feafturess The armored infantry and
tanks were loaded as teams on the lunding craft. The first
mission of the armored infantry was to scrve and outnost
assoblv arees for the teams, After assemblying the team
fought in the menner already covered. If diffioculty occur=
red in landing wvehicles the infuntry was sometimes transe
ferred to smaller craft and landed dismounted to assist

the rezimental combat teams until the tanks and vehlcles
were landed, In landing operations plans had to be keut
flexible as so many different things oould havnven, Arm=
ored units generally had several plans ah‘ exeduted the ome

_ whioch best suited the situation.
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